HISTORY

INTENT

At Claytons, children will have a stimulating and thorough coverage of history as stipulated by the
National Curriculum. We will bring history alive by enthusiastically teaching a rich and varied
curriculum, to empower our children to develop a broad knowledge, empathy and understanding.

We will encourage children to develop a keen curiosity about the past and to critically explore
evidence to help them understand the complexities and challenges of diverse societies, including our
own. Children will be inspired to explore the significance of relationships between different groups
and to interpret and make links concerning the significance of historical events, continuity and
change. They will also be encouraged to develop empathy, exploring the causes and consequences
of people’s lifestyles and behaviour in the past. They will develop empathy and understanding of
inspirational historical figures from every culture, including Black History.

We will make the teaching of history accessible to children of all abilities, through differentiated
support for our SEN and LA children, discussion, drama, text books, video clips and stories, real-life
experience of historical places and artefacts, photographs and worksheets; providing stimulating
challenge for all. We will encourage our more able children to elaborate on their details and
descriptions, and embed the teaching of history across a variety of subjects.

The statutory requirements for history will be covered across two years of study in key stage 1 and
across four years of study for key stage 2. History will not necessarily be taught in chronological
order, but with each new historical subject, children will further develop their chronological
understanding and a historical narrative, building their vocabulary and making links with change and
continuity, causes, consequences and significance.

Skills that children will be able to develop.
They will be able to:
e question, enquire and research,
chronologically order events/artefacts,
contrast and compare,
make connections and describe trends,
critically analyse,
empathise,
use historical vocabulary,
describe key features of events, the way people lived and why,
understand how the past is represented and constructed,
develop a broad knowledge of Britain, the UK and the world.

IMPLEMENTATION

Aims and Objectives

£ To develop a coherent chronological understanding.
£ To understand how Britain has influenced and been influenced by the wider world.
To understand the nature and features of significant ancient civilisations across the world
(including non-European societies), the rise and fall of empires and mankind’s achievements
and follies.
To use and understand a wide range of historical vocabulary.
To describe, contrast, compare, analyse and ask questions about historical events and
significant individuals from the past.
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4 To describe, contrast, compare, analyse and ask questions about continuity and change,
causes, consequences and the significance of historical events and behaviour.

4 To critically analyse and appreciate that historical evidence has been constructed and can be
interpreted differently.

4 To understand links between the history of local areas and regions, national and international
history; to make connections between social, cultural, religious, political, military and
economic history; and between long and short-term timescales.

Statutory Requirements
In Key Stage 1, pupils are taught about:

changes within living memory, revealing how British life has changed.

nationally and/or globally significant historical events that happened beyond living memory.
lives of significant historical individuals who have contributed to our nation’s and/or
international achievements.

£ significant local historical places, events and people.
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In Key Stage 2, pupils are taught about:

changes from Stone Age Britain to Iron Age Britain.

the Roman Empire and its impact on Britain.

Anglo-Saxon and Scottish settlements in Britain.

Viking and Anglo-Saxon conflict over England, to the era of Edward the Confessor.

a local historical study.

a theme in British history, beyond 1066, which extends children’s chronological knowledge.
an overview of the achievements of the earliest civilisations, and an in-depth study of either:
Ancient Sumer; The Indus Valley; Ancient Egypt or The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China.
4 Ancient Greece, Greek life and achievements, Ancient Greece’s influences on the western
world.

a non-European society that contrasts with British history, a study about either: an early
Islamic civilization, including Baghdad AD 900; Mayan civilization AD 900 or Benin in
West Africa AD 900-1300.
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Therefore, at Claytons, the following is taught on a two-year rolling programme:
In addition to history being embedded in the teaching, e.g. of religion, art and special dates, such as
Remembrance Day...

Early years learn about living history, e.g. from family members.

Years 1 and 2 learn about the history of toys, communication, Christopher Columbus, Captain James
Cook, Kelly Holmes, The Great Fire of London, Florence Nightingale and Mary Seacole.

Years 3 and 4 learn about Stone Age to Iron Age Britain, Romans, Anglo-Saxons before the
Vikings, the Ancient Maya, Bourne End history, Queens Elizabeth | and I1.

Years 5 and 6 learn about Ancient Greece, Ancient Egypt, the Viking/Anglo-Saxon era, The Titanic,
World War | and Entertainment and Leisure since 1900.

Depth and breadth:

Children learn about recent history from adults, local historical events and significant people, main
events in the history of Britain from the Stone Age to the modern day, the history of the Maya,
Greeks, Romans, Egyptian civilisations and their impact (if any) on Britain and the world today.




Enrichment:

We encourage children to ask questions.

History is taught across the curriculum e.g. in geography, art, English, drama and RE.
We invite adults/experts/visitors to share their living history experiences.

We organise historical trips e.g. to Verulamium and the Chiltern Outdoor museum.
The children carry out in-depth studies.

Multi-cultural History
In English, children have learned true stories and stories based on true historical contexts, from a
wide range of other cultures, e.g. Mulan, Rosa Parks, Henry’s Freedom Box.

Also, especially during Black History Month, children have been encouraged to research, learn
stories and have in-depth discussions during thinking time and assemblies.

Equality of opportunity:

We provide differentiated tasks and/or differentiated support and a variety of stimulating resources:
books, stories, online research opportunities, pictorial references, worksheets, maps, diagrams,
DVDs, film clips, drama, costumes and dressing-up days, visitors and excursions for all children,
including SEN, EAL and PP children.

IMPACT
Assessment:
This is carried out through evidence of:
e surveys
e evidence in topic books and worksheets
e children’s quotes
e Dbrainstorms
o displays, clozes and quizzes
e ordering jumbled timelines
e creating and illustrating timelines
e story writing and character descriptions

Children’s understanding is assessed from spoken responses, their written and illustrated work and
presentations. Teachers give feedback and mark written work using the Claytons’ marking policy.

Assessment of progression in history begins in key stage 1, in which children can in a basic way
sequence, brainstorm and talk about historical concepts and knowledge, and they progress to
encountering and discussing history, understanding main events, using chronological order,
identifying different ways the past is represented, beginning to recognise why people in the past
acted as they did, making simple observations and handling sources of information.

In key stage 2 children can describe some features of past societies, identifying similarities and
differences between historical periods and begin to suggest causes of events. They can compare
different representations of events and people and ask questions about the past, researching answers
to their questions and communicating their findings appropriately.

Learning progresses to a level of comprehension and interpretation, in which characteristic features
of past societies and eras are described, identifying change and continuity across different periods of
history and identifying causes of situations and events. Children are able to describe how the past
has been represented and interpreted in different ways. Children pursue enquiry questions through
in-depth investigations, researching and communicating their findings, using appropriate historical
terms and vocabulary.




Finally, children can investigate and apply their historical knowledge and concepts. They can
describe features of past societies and make links between them. Children can recognise the nature
and extent of diversity, continuity and change in past societies and eras and make connections
between a range of causes and consequences of past situations and events.

They should be able to suggest reasons why people interpreted the past in different ways and
critically consider why some events, individuals and changes have been judged as more significant
than others. Children should be able to suggest their own enquiry questions for historical
investigations, evaluate sources of historical evidence and communicate their findings in structured
ways with the appropriate use of historical vocabulary.

The subject leader has created, implemented and reviewed Action Plans for the teaching of history.
She has monitored books and liaised with teachers across the school to monitor the impact of
teaching across the school. We have a fine collection of new history books and other resources. We
have evidence of excellent work in the children’s book and much of this work has been proudly put
on display.

Children are developing a keen curiosity to find out about people who lived in the past and ways of
life.

Children are building their knowledge and understanding of ways of living, significant people and
events.

They are beginning to develop a critical understanding that history is constructed from various
sources.

They are able to relate to different historical events, making comparisons, noticing similarities and
differences.

Children are developing empathy and understanding about historical ways of life, actions and
consequences.

Children are building knowledge of the features and general order of different historical eras,
lifestyles, events and their causes, how they connect and have influence on the cultures of today’s
world.

They have a clear awareness of black history and have a better understanding that people of all races
make up the history of mankind, including the contribution of positive inventions and ideas.




